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Report and documentation of the 2013-2014 breach of the non-chemical weed and vegetation 

control spraying conditions on Waiheke Island’s road corridor by Auckland Transport 

contractors 

 

by:  Dr Meriel Watts & Hana Blackmore of the Weed Management Advisory.  March 2014 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Introduction 

 

Waiheke Island has enjoyed non-chemical management of its roadside vegetation and weeds since the 

development and adoption of the legacy Auckland City’s Weed Management Policy in the 1990s.  Since 

1998 treatment has comprised manual mowing and weedeating, and spraying with one of the organic fatty 

acid-based herbicides. 

 

With the advent of the Super-city, island roadside management passed from the local parks division to 

Auckland Transport.  Contract for this work was won by Downers in 2013. 

 

In January 2014 complaints began flooding in about the visible gross over-spraying of the roadsides and 

the suspicions that Glyphosate/Roundup was being used contrary to policy. Investigation by Dr Watts 

confirmed the spraying was almost certainly glyphosate.   

 

These concerns were raised with the Waiheke Local Board over January and February 2014 with the result 

that Auckland Transport confirmed on 27
th

 February that policy and specifications had been breached by 

the Contractor.  This is all detailed in the documents appended here. 

 

Timeline     
 

26.1.14 Letter from Dr Watts to the Waiheke Local Board (WLB) with photographic evidence 

detailing concerns, and asking them to obtain assurances from Auckland Transport 

(AT) that this will cease. 

 

 Page 2 

30.1.14 Resolution from WLB meeting asking AT to provide information on the roadside weed 

spraying in their next report to the Board 

 

 Page 3 

13.2.14 Address and presentation by Dr Watts to the WLB asking them to obtain three written 

assurances from AT that: no chemical sprays will be used on the island, that 

contractors are instructed about spray swathes, and that AT provide the Board with a 

copy of the contract specifications. 

 

 Page 4 

24.2.14 Publication of WLB agenda for Feb 27
th
 meeting which includes a Report from AT that 

assures the Board that only organic herbicides have been used on the island  

 

 Page 5 

27.2.14 Address to the WLB by Hana Blackmore about the inadequate response from AT and 

reiterating the three written assurances required from AT recommended by Dr Watts in 

their previous meeting. 

 

 Page 6 

27.2.14 AT in attendance tables a new report that confirms chemicals have been used on the 

island and specifications breached, and agrees with all three recommendations from Dr 

Watts.   

 

 Page 7 

5.3.14 WLB meeting minutes published.  Confirms requests to AT  Page 8 
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26th January to Waiheke Local Board 
Dear Members of the Local Board, 
 
I am writing to you regarding roadside weed spraying on Waiheke in general, and in particular 
recent  spraying of glyphosate on O’Brien’s Road from the bridge across the estuary to the far end of the 
Dirt Track.. 
 
I am writing because I am unable to attend the Local board meeting next week and make a formal 
presentation to you, and trust that you will act on this matter on the basis of this email. 
 
First, let me introduce myself for those of you who do not know me:   

 I am a local resident with a small certified organic farm.  
 I was a consultant to Auckland City for the development of its comprehensive Weed Management 

Policy in the mid 1990s, working with council staff and a group of citizens, that included Faye 
Storer, who were concerned about roadside weed spraying. After the adoption of the policy for 
some time I was a member of the Council’s Weed Management Advisory Group, representing the 
interests of the community.  

 I was a consultant to North Shore City, providing  a synopsis of the current science on the 
adverse effects of glyphosate when that council was reviewing its nonchemical roadside weed 
management policy.  

 When the development of the ‘Supercity’ was announced, I joined with a number of other experts 
in forming the group ‘Weed Management Advisory’, in order to ensure that the gains made with 
Auckland and North Shore Cities’ nonchemical roadside weed management were not lost.  

 I have a PhD in pesticide policy.  
 I work as Senior Science Advisor to Pesticide Action Network Asia and the Pacific, and as a 

consultant to several UN agencies on nonchemical methods of pest management. I have been a 
member of  the New Zealand government’s Pesticide Board and am currently a member of the 
Ministry for Primary Industries’ Agricultural Chemicals and Veterinary Medicines Advisory Council. 

Since the development of Auckland City’s Weed Management Policy in 1998, Waiheke has enjoyed non-
chemical management of roadside weeds (with the exception of brush weeds on some road reserves 
which have been periodically treated with chemical herbicides).  They have generally been treated with 
one of the organic fatty acid-based contact herbicides such as palm or pine oil. Waiheke residents, lead 
by Faye Storer and aware of some of the health and environmental effects of exposure to glyphosate 
(Roundup),  fought long and hard to get that policy.  The weeds have been perfectly adequately 
managed over that period. However, with the establishment of the Supercity and the assumption of 
control of the roadsides by Auckland Transport, there has been considerable pressure for those parts of 
the region managed non-chemically to be sprayed again with chemicals. In North Shore City there have 
been a number of incidents of the new contractors surreptitiously using glyphosate contrary to the policy. 
Just before the recent Local Body elections, Faye was approached by Auckland Transport and asked if 
Waiheke would like chemicals back on the roadsides and she told them in no uncertain terms that 
absolutely not. 
 
This brings me to the current situation.  Glyphosate is being used on Waiheke roadsides again. I have 
had several people report that to me, but could not verify it, and did not want to believe it. However I have 
now observed myself that it has clearly been used on O'Brien's Road in the areas described above. 
Please refer to the attached photos.  
 
I can tell glyphosate has been used for the following reasons: 

 It took over 2 weeks for the colouration of the dead vegetation to fully develop after the initial 
browning off: when the contact non-chemical products like pine oil, coconut oil, palm oil, are used 
the brown off occurs within 24 hours. When glyphosate is used, it takes up to 3 weeks for the die-
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off to complete, so the colour develops slowly over this time. I travel this road on an almost daily 
basis and have observed closely the slow development of the die-off.  

 The colour of the dead grass is different: when the contact fatty acid herbicides are used the 
colour is brownish; when glyphosate is used it takes on a more orange appearance.  

 If you observe the photos closely you will be able to see that the inner edge of the die off is 
ragged, not a straight line as it is with the contact fatty acid herbicides. This is because 
glyphosate is systemic and it runs along the kikuyu runners. 

 
This spraying with glyphosate was done surreptitiously, no doubt in the belief that no-one would notice. 
There was no signage; there was no notification. I asked Ron Leonard about it and he knew nothing, said 
that only Interceptor (pine oil) is supposed to be used. It was done contrary to the existing contract which 
was let under the then existing Auckland City Weed Management Policy (in which Waiheke’s roadsides 
were/are treated non-chemically)  and contrary to Auckland Council's new Weed Management Policy. 
 
Additionally, you will also see from the photos what an awful mess had been made. Not for 16 years have 
we had to suffer the nearly 1 metre wide dead zones. Not to mention the dead grass round lampposts, 
seats, bus shelters, etc. This is totally unacceptable. Not only is it ugly and offensive, but it results in bare 
earth, erosion and  incursion of weeds. You can see that even where there is no grass overhanging the 
concrete road margin, still there is a spray band of dead grass of close to a metre width. This is a classic 
example of exactly how roadside weed management should NOT be done.  
 
I therefore ask you to seek assurances from Auckland Transport that this will NEVER happen again on 
Waiheke, that there will be no more use of glyphosate or other chemical herbicides such as 
metsulfuron;  that  the band of controlled grass along the seal/concrete edge  is no greater than it has 
been for the last 16 years; and that there will be no spraying of any sort around seats, bus shelters, lamp 
posts, etc. In the past these have been well managed with weedeaters and there is no reason at all to 
change that.   
 
Again, I apologise that I am unable to attend the local board meeting this week; however Hana 
Blackmore from the Weed Management Advisory will be there  if further clarification on the policies and 
contracts is required. 
 
Meanwhile if you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kind regards, 
Meriel Watts, PhD 
 
 
 
 
=================================================== 

30
th

 January Waiheke Local Board meeting Resolution number WHK/2014/20  

MOVED by Chairperson PA Walden, seconded by Member RE Ballard:   

That the Waiheke Local Board: 

c)      Requests that Auckland Transport, in their next report to the Board, provide information on: 

   road side weed spraying and the use of any herbicide 

    the status of the ferry bus fares   

CARRIED  
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Address to Waiheke Local Board, February 13th 2014 
 
Dr Meriel Watts 
 
I would like to refer to the letter I emailed to all Board members on January 26th, regarding the 
spraying of O’Brien Road in the vicinity of the Sports Park, Rangihoua and along past the Dirt Track. 
There are 2 issues: the use of glyphosate, and the gross overspraying leaving an ugly and quite 
frankly offensive mess. 
 
I apologise again that I was not able to attend the last board meeting. I understand that my letter 
was discussed; and that the Board requested Auckland Transport to provide information on 
roadside weed spraying and use of herbicides. My letter was not appended to the agenda or the 
minutes, or the Agenda of this meeting and I do request that be put on public record, please. 
 
This is a serious issue with a long history on Waiheke. We have a long proud record of refusing the 
use of chemical herbicides on the roadsides - led by Pat Duncan-Taylor and Faye Storer. They 
secured the rights for Waiheke roadsides to be managed non-chemically back in 1994. This 
community cares about its exposure to toxic sprays, and unfortunately I have been receiving a 
number of distressed emails and calls from locals about what is now happening. 
 
I won’t go into all my credentials because I presented them to you in my letter. I will simply 
summarise by stating that I am an expert in pesticides and in weed management, and have been 
involved in weed spraying issues in the Auckland region for the last 20 years, including as a 
consultant to both the legacy Auckland and North Shore City Councils. In addition to that, I have 
probably paid more attention to roadside weed spraying on Waiheke, throughout New Zealand, and 
globally, than most people on the planet. My work takes me to many countries and always I observe 
how they manage their roadside vegetation.  
 
So the first issue: 
 
My letter to you stated that I am absolutely certain that 
glyphosate has been added to the spray used along O’Brien 
Road and probably on other roads on the Island. If you look at 
photo one, I can tell by the timing and pattern of dying off. 
Glyphosate was used, without permission by the board, without 
notification, or signage. I know that Auckland Transport has 
asked its contractors if it used glyphosate and it replied that it is 
using Organic Interceptor. Quite probably it is, but it is also 
almost certainly putting some glyphosate in it. Contractors in 
the North Shore area that also has a nonchemical policy were 
found to be doing that. 
 
The second issue: 
 

is the gross overspraying this new contractor is inflicting on us – all 
over the Island. Our roads have not look so bad, so ugly and 
offensive in more than a decade. Areas that are neat and tidy and 
need no vegetation control are sprayed anyway – The result is ugly 
brown vegetation, which will be followed by erosion, and weed 
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ingression. Best way to stop the road edges eroding and the seal breaking is to keep the vegetation 
alive up to the concrete or seal edge. Contract specs that we have looked at where vegetation growth 
is encouraged to reduce shoulder maintenance shall not exceed 150mm in width." I measure some of 
those areas in these photos – up to 1 metre wide and in one area nearly 2 metres wide. 
 
What is happening now is going to cause more expensive and 
unsightly problems. In the past many of the footpath edges, 
lamppost and seat surrounds were simply weedeated. Looked 
great. Was effective. Look at it now.  
 
I am asking the board to ensure this gross overspraying does not 
happen again. 
 
We don't know when the next spray cycle is so this needs to be sorted now. Some roads appear not 
to have been sprayed yet so it may be very soon. Please do not wait for lengthy convoluted reports 
and report backs, but take some rapid action. I am very aware that Auckland Transport wants all 
roadsides managed with chemicals, despite the Council’s new Weed Management Policy that gives 
priority to non-chemical methods of management – AT’s recently released vegetation control 
specifications for the northern sector contracts of Auckland region requires contractors to use the 
chemical herbicides glyphosate and metsulfuron. Exceptions to this may be considered for, quote, 
“specific sites” but any non-chemical treatment has to be agreed with the engineer. Members are 
reminded that AT asked Faye Storer just before the election last year if she wanted chemical 
management on our roadsides. And she said absolutely not. So there should be none. 
 
To conclude: I am asking the Board to achieve 3 things: 
 

1. A written assurance from Auckland Transport to the Board that glyphosate and other 
chemical sprays will not be used on our roadsides.  

2. That Auckland Transport instructs the contractor to not spray unnecessarily, in fact 
deleteriously, wide bands of vegetation and to resume weed-eating round seats, etc rather 
than spraying long rank grass. 

3. That Auckland Transport makes a copy of the contract specifications for roadside vegetation 
management on Waiheke available to the Board and through the Board to us. 

 
========================================================================== 
 
 
24th February 2014 Agenda item 13 Waiheke Local Board Meeting 
 

File No.: CP2014/02199 
Extract from Auckland Transport Report: 

 

Road side weed spraying  

1.       On the 30 January 2014, the Waiheke Local Board requested Auckland Transport to report on road 

side weed spraying and the use of any herbicide (Resolution number WHK/2014/20). 

2.       Auckland Transport has since spoken to the contractor and have been assured that the contractor is 

only using hitman, boisafe or interceptor depending on availability. 
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3.       They have said that at present for Auckland Transport spraying they are using Organic Interceptor, 

which is the more coconut smelling herbicide.  

4.     The only other form of weed control on the island carried out by the contractor was in late 2013 

where they trialed salt water. 

5.     Auckland Transport has been assured roundup has not been used for the Auckland Transport 

contract, other than where previously approved to do so. 

 

 
Hana Blackmore for the Weed Management Advisory – Waiheke Local Board 27th February 2014 
 
 
I am speaking to item 13 –Auckland Transport’s Report for Feb 2014 – in particular the update on their 
roadside weed spraying.  This item was raised in response to a letter written by Dr Meriel Watts to the 
Board in late January and I am assuming that a copy of that letter was given to Auckland Transport.   
 
If correct, Auckland Transport’s response here is totally inadequate.   
 
That letter which is appended to today’s agenda at item 17, asked the Board for several reassurances 
from Auckland Transport  that were repeated in Dr Watts address and photographic presentation to the 
Board on 13th February. 
 
In particular we asked the Board to seek three things from Auckland Transport, and we raise them here 
again so that Auckland Transport can address these today: 
 
 

1.   A written assurance from Auckland Transport to the Board that glyphosate and other 
chemical sprays will NOT be used on our roadsides.  
 

Expressly - given Dr Watts evidence - this should also include assurance that no other chemical is being 
added to the permitted organic herbicide.  In addition, we are not aware of any “approved” use of 
Roundup under the roadside spraying contract and ask that the Board seeks urgent information about the 
specific situation or sites where Auckland Transport says it is being used, and why. 
 
 

2.   That Auckland Transport instructs the contractor to not spray unnecessarily, in fact 
deleteriously, wide bands of vegetation and to resume weed-eating around seats, etc 
rather than spraying long rank grass. 

 
As Dr Watts noted to the Board, the areas of over-spraying that she measured were up to 1 metre wide 
with one area nearly 2 metres.  This is not only ugly and unnecessary but is in direct contravention of 
AT’s own Contract Specifications for vegetation control.    And in this respect, the third request is vital.    
 
 

3.   That Auckland Transport makes a copy of the contract specifications for roadside 
vegetation management on Waiheke available to the Board and through the Board to us. 

 
Concerns are being raised all over Auckland – not just on Waiheke – that the new specifications and 
contracts do not comply with Auckland Council’s 2013 Weed Management Policy.  The Board (and the 
community) needs to be able to check and monitor this for themselves. 
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In this respect we would request again that the Local Board establish a forum on weed and 
vegetation management for Waiheke, and that recognising Dr Watts 20 year participation and 
expertise in the development of the plans, she is included as a representative of the community.   
 
On a separate, but related matter, the baseline monitoring results reported on this agenda for the 
Rangihoua Wetland Restoration programme (item 14 attachment A)  notes the very poor quality of the 
water in the tributaries and the need to manage fertiliser and herbicide use in the surrounding areas. 
(point 16).   
 
I would therefore like to further suggest to the Board that as Dr Watts is not only an expert on the effects 
of pesticides (particularly glyphosate) on aquatic life, but a resident whose property abuts the Rangihoua 
estuary esplanade reserve - that she be invited to attend all the wetland restoration workshops. 
 
============================================================================= 
 
 

Auckland Transport Report to Waiheke Local Board - February 27th 2014 

 
Ivan Trethowen in attendance – Auckland Transport Elected Member Relationship Manager 
Speaking to AT tabled report - File No.: CP2014/02199  -  Agenda Item 13: 

 

Road side weed spraying  

1.       On the 30 January 2014, the Waiheke Local Board requested Auckland Transport to report on road 

side weed spraying and the use of any herbicide (Resolution number WHK/2014/20). 

2.       Auckland Transport has since spoken to the contractor and have been assured that the contractor is 

only using hitman, boisafe or interceptor depending on availability. 

3.       They have said that at present for Auckland Transport spraying they are using Organic Interceptor, 

which is the more coconut smelling herbicide.  

4.     The only other form of weed control on the island carried out by the contractor was in late 2013 

where they trialed salt water. 

5.     Auckland Transport has been assured roundup has not been used for the Auckland Transport 

contract, other than where previously approved to do so. 

 
Ivan Trethowen tabled the following Memo in his verbal report to the Board 
 

____________________________________________________ 

 

For INFORMATION 

____________________________________________________ 

 

Memo to:   Waiheke Local Board 

Copy to: Harriet Kennedy, Janine Geddes 

From:  Ivan Trethowen - Auckland Transport Elected Member Relationship Manager 

Date:  27 February 2014 

Meeting: Waiheke Local Board Meeting 27 February 2014 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To Waiheke Board Members: 
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Please note in the Local Board agenda item #13, is a report from Auckland Transport, at the time of 
writing this report Auckland Transport was undertaking an internal investigation into the situation 
on Waiheke Island regarding the spraying and control of weeds.  Since this report was 
commissioned the following has come to hand. 
 

1. Use of Glyphosate:  
The contractor has confirmed that glyphosate has been used, in conjunction with 
organic interceptor for a short period of time this year. 
 

They have stated this use was due to misinterpretation of the requirements and 
specifications of the vegetation control contract. 
 

2.   Width of spray area: 
The contractor has been spoken to about this and has assured Auckland Transport 
that all future spraying will be to the specifications and that margins will not exceed 
100/150mm 

  

 3.   Weed control around Lamp posts and seats:: 
The current contract allows spraying around lamp posts and seats, however the 
contractor has agreed to use discretion in high profile and /or high traffic areas will 
use a manual weedeater. 

 
Actions moving forward; 

 Contractor has been directed and agrees not to use glyphosate in the future 
 Future spraying will be within the allowable margins of 100/150mm. 
 The contractor will use a manual weedeater where necessary around lamp posts and seats in 

high profile and or high traffic areas. 
 
 
Extract from WLB minutes published 5/3/14 
 
h)  Notes Auckland Transport have advised that due to a misinterpretation of the weed management specifications, 
glyphosate was used with the organic interceptor on the roadside reserve on Waiheke over a short period this year,  
and that spray margins exceeded the contract specifications of 100mm/150mm. 
 
i)  Notes that Auckland Transport has now received written assurance that only approved organic herbicides will be 
used within the roadside reserve. 
 
j) Requests additional written assurance that glyphosate and other chemical sprays will not be used (or added to 
organic herbicides) on any Waiheke roadsides. 
 
k) Requests that Auckland Transport instructs the contractor to not spray unnecessarily, in fact deleteriously, wide 
banks of vegetation and to resume weed - eating around seats rather than spraying long rank grass. 
 
l) Requests Auckland Transport provide the Board with a copy of the contract specifications for vegetation 
management on Waiheke, and ensure operators are trained and monitored to ensure there is no departure from 
legacy levels of service for roadside weed management. 
 
m) Thanks Ivan Trethowen, Auckland Transport Elected Member Liaison, for his attendance. 
 
CARRIED 
Attachments A Memo to Waiheke Local Board and Vegetation Control document 
 

http://infocouncil.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/Open/2014/02/WHK_20140227_MIN_5034.PDF 


