
Hana Blackmore for the Weed Management Advisory – Waiheke Local Board 27th 
February 2014 
 
 

I am speaking to item 13 –Auckland Transport’s Report for Feb 2014 – in particular the update on their 
roadside weed spraying.  This item was raised in response to a letter written by Dr Meriel Watts to the 
Board in late January and I am assuming that a copy of that letter was given to Auckland Transport.   
 
If correct, Auckland Transport’s response here is totally inadequate.   
 
That letter which is appended to today’s agenda at item 17, asked the Board for several reassurances 
from Auckland Transport  that were repeated in Dr Watts address and photographic presentation to the 
Board on 13th February. 
 
In particular we asked the Board to seek three things from Auckland Transport, and we raise them here 
again so that Auckland Transport can address these today: 
 
 

1. A written assurance from Auckland Transport to the Board that glyphosate and other 
chemical sprays will NOT be used on our roadsides.  

 
Expressly - given Dr Watts evidence - this should also include assurance that no other chemical is being 
added to the permitted organic herbicide.  In addition, we are not aware of any “approved” use of 
Roundup under the roadside spraying contract and ask that the Board seeks urgent information about the 
specific situation or sites where Auckland Transport says it is being used, and why. 
 
 

2. That Auckland Transport instructs the contractor to not spray unnecessarily, in fact 
deleteriously, wide bands of vegetation and to resume weed-eating around seats, etc 
rather than spraying long rank grass. 

 
As Dr Watts noted to the Board, the areas of over-spraying that she measured were up to 1 metre wide 
with one area nearly 2 metres.  This is not only ugly and unnecessary but is in direct contravention of 
AT’s own Contract Specifications for vegetation control.    And in this respect, the third request is vital.    
 
 

3. That Auckland Transport makes a copy of the contract specifications for roadside 
vegetation management on Waiheke available to the Board and through the Board to 
us. 

 
Concerns are being raised all over Auckland – not just on Waiheke – that the new specifications and 
contracts do not comply with Auckland Council’s 2013 Weed Management Policy.  The Board (and the 
community) needs to be able to check and monitor this for themselves. 
 
In this respect we would request again that the Local Board establish a forum on weed and 
vegetation management for Waiheke, and that recognising Dr Watts 20 year participation and 
expertise in the development of the plans, she is included as a representative of the community.   
 
On a separate, but related matter, the baseline monitoring results reported on this agenda for the 
Rangihoua Wetland Restoration programme (item 14 attachment A)  notes the very poor quality of the 
water in the tributaries and the need to manage fertiliser and herbicide use in the surrounding areas. 
(point 16).   
 
I would therefore like to further suggest to the Board that as Dr Watts is not only an expert on the effects 
of pesticides (particularly glyphosate) on aquatic life, but a resident whose property abuts the Rangihoua 
estuary esplanade reserve - that she be invited to attend all the wetland restoration workshops. 
 


