
SUBMISSION IN PUBLIC FORUM TO PARKS, RECREATION AND HERITAGE 

COMMITTEE – 9 JULY 2013 – Hana Blackmore for the Weed Management Advisory 

 

Item 10 – Draft Auckland Council Weed Management Policy 

 

Introduction 

We are concerned that the revised draft policy as presented here does not fully reflect the 

submissions. There are also a number of internal inconsistencies that should be reviewed and 

amended. 

This would not be a concern if the draft was undergoing further consideration before its adoption.  

But the Parks committee is the last stop.  Therefore it has a degree of responsibility to its wider 

constituency and community, particularly the local boards who have no chance to consider this final 

draft.   

Proposal 

We would therefore ask this committee to make one vital amendment (or correction) to the 

objectives that would broaden the ability of the policy to truly reflect the vast majority of concerns 

that are expressed in the submissions – the use of agrichemicals for vegetation control. 

In the report before you, three of the six key issues identified in feedback, were concerns about the 

adverse effects of the use of chemicals.  (Page 13 points 16 to 22)   

It is noted at point 19 that objective 3 in the policy has been revised to clearly signal that the key 

intention of the policy is to take a best practice approach that recognises that agrichemicals can be 

harmful to human health and the environment. Point 26 notes that that objective 3 has been 

amended to read: 

 “Minimise agrichemical use and avoid where non-chemical methods are available and 

effective” 

We fully support this objective.  Unfortunately the actual draft policy (pages 24 and 25) has not been 

changed.  We ask that this committee make this one simple, but vital amendment in two places as 

follows.  

(P 8 of the Policy - p 24 of this report) : 

“3. Minimise agrichemical use” be amended to read “3. Minimise agrichemical use and 

avoid where non-chemical methods are available and effective”  

(P 9 of the Policy - p 25 of this report) : 

“Objective 3.  Minimise agrichemical use” be amended to read “Objective 3. Minimise 

agrichemical use and avoid where non-chemical methods are available and effective”  

 



RATIONALE 

Objectives are the guiding principle of the policy.  As noted in the policy all eight must be considered 

by Auckland Council and its CCOs “when determining options for weed management and vegetation 

control.” 

A minimisation of agrichemicals is only one element, or objective, of weed or vegetation control. 

Avoidance of agrichemicals is an essential ‘partner’ of this objective. This was successfully argued 

before this Parks forum at the very beginning of this policy a year ago, where you amended the 

proposed objectives to include avoidance of agrichemical use.   

“A strategic direction on minimisation of agrichemical use” to “A strategic direction on minimisation 

and avoidance of agrichemical use” (Minute 10 of meeting 14 August 2012). 

As we noted in our submission at that meeting this principle of minimisation and avoidance was 

supported by the legacy councils and confirmed in the current submissions of both the local boards 

and the wider organisations and community.  In many cases today it has been argued that avoidance 

comes before minimisation.  

Important postscript: 

It is critical that we remember that this policy is not just for managing the weeds in our parks and 

reserves but has to encompass the whole of the road and urban street environments.  Here, this is 

not so much about weeds as about ‘vegetation control’.   

And it is the vegetation control that is now undertaken by Auckland Transport on our roads that is 

the principal focus of the vast majority of submissions to this policy where non-chemical 

management is fully supported and being advocated because of the health and environmental 

concerns of chemical spraying.   

“Minimising and avoiding agrichemicals” does NOT mean that chemicals can’t be used on weeds or 

is being banned – it simply means that where non-chemical methods are available and effective they 

should be used first. This is a positive and vital direction we can take.   

And it is the detrimental effects of chemical use on people’s health and the wider environment that 

this simple objective amendment will allow us to avoid.   Because, whilst signage can clearly be put 

up in parks and reserves when chemical treatment of weeds is in progress, there is no way anyone 

can avoid the spraying that Auckland Transport conducts dozens of times a year for vegetation 

control on its 7,200 kms of streets and roads.   

We ask again for your support for this amendment to the Weed Management Policy, that Objective 

3 of the Policy is amended to read: 

“Minimise agrichemical use and avoid where non-chemical methods are available and 

effective” 

 

Hana Blackmore, for the WMA - July 9th 2013 


