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Thank you for the opportunity to address the Committee today. 

 

My name is Meriel Watts. I am a consultant on agrichemicals and on sustainable alternatives to them. 

I am here today representing the Weed Management Advisory. 

 

I am also one of the consultants that developed the legacy Auckland City Weed Management Policy, 

which came into effect in 1998. As a result of that policy, the legacy Auckland City area has enjoyed 

non-chemical roadside vegetation management for the last 14 years.  

 

My current consultancy work includes projects for various UN agencies on sustainable non-chemical 

alternatives to agrichemicals. On the basis of one of these projects the New Zealand government, 

along with 151 other governments, recently agreed to give priority to non-chemical ecosystem-based 

methods of pest management when replacing the insecticide endosulfan. This was just one facet of the 

now considerable high-level international efforts to get countries to replace their use of agrichemicals 

with ecosystem-based approaches to pest and weed management. So the draft Weed Management 

Policy before you is moving Auckland in the right direction. 

 

I want to briefly touch on the two reasons that there is such huge concern about the use of 

agrichemicals in the Auckland region, as there is elsewhere in the world. 

 

The first is human health.  

 

I would like to congratulate the Council on its recent moves to reduce risks to people’s health by 

curbing tobacco exposure in public places. This is an excellent move. We hope that you will now do 

your very best to curb people’s exposures to agrichemicals. For most Aucklanders, the greatest source 

of such exposure is actually Auckland Transport’s spraying of glyphosate on roadsides for vegetation 

management. For many people who choose to avoid agrichemical exposure by not using them in their 

own homes and gardens, it is impossible for them to avoid the roadside spraying.  

 

There is an unfounded assumption that, because glyphosate is registered for use by the government, it 

is safe to use and benign in its effects. This is not so. After all, the government has just re-registered 

the insecticide monocrotophos which killed 23 school children in India recently. Agrichemicals are 

registered in New Zealand on the basis of economic benefit to growers, not on the basis of safety. 

 

Glyphosate, which is the most commonly used herbicide on roadsides, is an endocrine disruptor, 

interfering with the production of progesterone in women, and with testosterone and sperm production 

in men. There is a massive amount of scientific evidence linking it to a range of health effects 

including cancer, birth defects, and Parkinson’s disease, as well as respiratory infections, skin 

problems, and blood pressure problems. Summaries of the science has been presented already to 

councillors, at the Environment and Sustainability Forum. This overwhelming weight of science 

simply cannot be ignored. Auckland City recognised the problems 14 years ago, and there is a lot 

more scientific backing for their stand now. 

 

The second reason for concern is environmental:  

 

The marine sediment in Auckland harbour already contains residues of glyphosate as a result of 

roadside spraying; and with each additional round of spraying more is accumulating. Glyphosate, at 

very low levels of contamination, can dramatically destabilise the marine environment, resulting in 

the disappearance of some species and the overgrowth in others, causing for example algal blooms. 

 



 

So in closing, I ask you on behalf of the people of Auckland, and the environment, to ensure that 

when this Weed Management Policy is passed, the Auckland region will move forward with the rest 

of the world in replacing agrichemical use for weed management and vegetation control, wherever 

possible, with non-chemical alternatives. 

 

In terms of roadside vegetation control, these have already proven to be effective and sustainable in 

the legacy Auckland and North Shore areas for upwards of 14 years.  

 

In terms of parks and reserves, we recognise that some herbicide use will need to continue in parks 

and reserves until other methods can be tried and adapted, and do not seek to prevent that, only to 

ensure an approach of giving priority to non-chemical ecosystem-based approaches. 

 

 

 
 


