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I am honoured to present to the Regional Development and Operations Committee today a petition that 
has been supported by thousands of Auckland residents and ratepayers.   
 
The petition urges Auckland Council and Auckland Transport to recognise that chemical weed spraying has 
a significant impact on people’s health and wellbeing as well as the environment, and calls on them to  
 

A.  Confirm the retention and continuation of the non-chemical roadside weed management in the 
legacy Auckland and North Shore cities, and 
 
B.  Adopt non-chemical roadside weed management in the rest of the region. 

 
I would like to take a few moments to summarise the background to this petition and why it has been 
necessary. 
 
For the last fifteen years the huge majority of Auckland Council residents have enjoyed a policy of non-
chemical roadside weed management.   
 
These policies were developed and implemented in the nineties as a result of years of community petitions, 
letters, presentations and submissions against the toxic chemical sprays like Roundup then being used on 
the streets and roads of the legacy Auckland and North Shore cities. 
 
Indeed, as many of the community who took the petition being presented to you today out onto the street 
soon found out, most people in the vast urban area are simply unaware there is any other way. 
 
Not so the people living outside these boundaries, particularly to the north and west.  They have been 
lobbying and submitting to their local boards and cities for years to have the same effective and sustainable 
systems implemented in their area.   
 
Many of the councillors here today are in a similar situation.  New councillors are simply unaware of the 
health and environmental issues that precipitated the original decision to research and develop the 
comprehensive and detailed weed management plans that guided the work not only on the streets and 
roads, but in the parks and reserves.   
 
But as you do know, under “super-city” amalgamation, weed control was unfortunately split down the 
middle.  Responsibility for streets and roads was passed to the new CCO, Auckland Transport, and Council 
retained parks and reserves.   
 
For their part, Council quickly set in train development of a new weed management plan to unify the 
region’s parks and reserves policies.   
 
But concerns rapidly arose when it was realised that the new arms-length CCO structure did not allow for 
any policy control or participation on what happened to weed management on Transport’s 7,200 kms of 
streets and roads.   
 
And THIS is where the vast amount of herbicides are sprayed which absolutely no-one can avoid.  And so it 
was back to what in effect would be minus square one, and why the petition before you now was started 
by one of the original Toxin Awareness Groups on the North Shore. 
 
To cut a long story short, once this unique situation was realised, Council moved rapidly to confirm its right 
to determine overall policy that the CCOs would have to abide by.  And we thank both officers and 
councillors - (and the Mayor) - for their patience, assistance and support in actioning simple clarifications in 
the final draft weed management policy before you today.   



As one community representative involved in the formulation of Auckland City’s original weed policy said to 
us recently - there has been a tremendous amount of expertise built up in the years this policy has been in 
practice.  It is still a world leader and one that Auckland Council should be proud to build on.   
 
A similar petition in the Netherlands has just resulted in the city of Rotterdam banning the use of Roundup, 
or glyphosate on roadsides and pavements. 
 
On behalf of everyone who has signed this petition, thank you for receiving it today.  There are many 
people who would have liked to be here, but have to work or are too ill to come into the city.  On their 
behalf, thank you for your support for both this petition and the new weed management policy being 
adopted later this morning.   
 
 


