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The Weed Management Advisory supports the proposal for the Auckland Council to 
develop a Weed Management Policy encompassing parks and open spaces and 
roadsides. We also appreciate the proposed broad scope of consultation during the 
policy development process, including public and Local Board input. 
 
We broadly support the proposed objectives of  

 an integrated approach  
 a more consistent approach,  
 a strategic direction towards minimised agrichemical use. We consider that 

this could be amended to include “ a strategic approach of minimised 
agrichemical use with an ultimate aim of eliminating completely.” We note 
the words “where appropriate” were added for this agenda and wonder if 
this is a clerical error. 

 ensuring best practice use of agrichemicals when required. 
 
We would add to and amend these slightly as we are of the view that the policy 
should be based on the following: 

 international best practice in weed management 
 minimising agrichemical use, with the strategic approach of eliminating them 

completely when feasible 
 using the less toxic practical method to control weeds 
 take into account public health and wellbeing, as well as safety. 

 
Our proposed approach is broadly supported by at least 6 of the current legacy 
Councils policies: 
 
1. Waitakere 
Waitakere’s Agrichemical Reduction Policy includes minimising, avoiding where 
possible and ultimately eliminating the use of agrichemicals in Waitakere. The policy 
includes a commitment to develop best practice methods for pest control, trial 
alternative methods for land management, and maintain open dialogue with the 
public, contractors and other organisations. The policy establishes a decision-
making framework to prevent, replace and reduce agrichemical use, and to respond 
to community interests and concerns. 
 
2. Auckland 
Auckland City’s Weed Management Policy on herbicide use is that “herbicides shall 
only be used where there is no practicable alternative control measure”. The policy 
specified that all urban roadsides be managed by nonchemical means, with the 
exception of the weeds at the base of trees. It also specifies that weeds on rural 



roads on Waiheke and Great Barrier are managed non-chemically, with the 
exception of environmentally damaging weeds, brush weeds etc. 
 
3. North Shore 
North Shore City’s policy encourages and promotes environmentally sensitive 
methods of weed control, in particular to reduce the use of chemicals. Their policy 
requires contractors to carry out weed control by manual, mechanical or other 
methods and limit the use of chemicals to areas where it is not practical or 
economical to use other methods. Where weed control is required, they must use 
the least toxic method necessary to achieve control. They have long used the hot 
water method on roadsides, which a recent audit showed was 98% effective.  
 
4. Rodney 
Rodney’s policy promotes best practice pest control, environmental protection and 
chemical reduction. It promotes environmentally friendly pest management, and 
avoids or minimises the requirement for pesticide use. Their Pest Management Plan 
notes they will action in their parks, reserves and coastal areas good park design 
and management techniques that “contribute to the reduction and minimisation of 
the use of pesticides 
 
5. Franklin District Council 
There was no actual policy but council documents state there was a broad 
philosophy within the council to reduce chemical use on public land. In parks and 
reserves they note that they look to minimise the use of chemicals where possible. 
 
6. Auckland Regional Council 
ARC’s plan states that it will promote and advocate the adoption of operational best 
practice for the application of agrichemicals. As noted, the council also encourages 
the use of alternatives to agrichemicals to avoid or minimise the need for 
agrichemical use, which includes integrated pest management. 
 
 
Therefore Weed Management Advisory proposes the following approach for the 
Auckland Council Weed Management Policy: 
 
Principles: 

 international best practice in weed management 
 minimising agrichemical use, with the strategic approach of eliminating them 

completely when feasible 
 using the less toxic practical method to control weeds 
 take into account public health and wellbeing, as well as safety 

 
Roadsides:  
Roadside weeds need to be dealt with in two parts: 



 Grasses overhanging berms, grasses and weeds in gutters and round trees: 
these should be maintained by non-chemical means, preferably hot water, or 
if not then coconut oil or other similar plant derived products, in both urban 
and rural areas. These methods have been in use successfully for more than 
14 years in Auckland and North Shore, including on rural roads. Note: there 
has been some concern expressed that somehow using non-chemical 
methods on rural roadsides would interfere with farmers’ rights. This is not 
the case; it has no bearing whatsoever on what farmers do on their own land. 
Farmers in the legacy Auckland City area have not found use on their land 
curtailed by Councils’ policy for nonchemical management of roadsides. 

 Environmentally damaging weeds, brush weeds, or other weeds difficult to 
control. These should be controlled by mechanical, manual, or biological 
methods where practical. Failing that, agrichemical means should be 
employed, minimised and aimed at bringing weeds under control until they 
can be sustainably managed without agrichemicals, for example with 
replanting with native species. There should be a strategic direction of 
reducing this use. 

 
Parks and open spaces  
As for roadside weeds, weeds in parks and open spaces should be controlled by 
nonchemical methods wherever feasible. Failing that agrichemical means should be 
employed, minimised and aimed at bringing weeds under control until they can be 
sustainably managed without agrichemicals, for example with replanting with 
native species. There should be a direction of reducing this use. 
 
International trends 
We believe Auckland Council’s Weed Management Policy should be cognisant of 
international trends in weed and pest management and in the reduction in use of 
agrichemicals. These are overwhelmingly in the direction of minimised agrichemical 
use and replacement of agrichemical with nonchemical methods of management 
wherever possible, with agrichemicals used as a measure of last resort. 
International trends, including at UN level, are towards Integrated Pest and/or 
Weed Management in which agrichemicals are used as a measure of last resort. 
 
Environmental contamination 
Lastly, we have previously drawn attention to the findings of glyphosate residues in 
the marine sediment throughout the Auckland region and the potential 
consequences for marine ecosystem collapse.  
 
Now we wish to draw your attention to what might be in our rain: 

 Approx 25,000 litres of Roundup would be used annually on all roads in 
Auckland region if they are all sprayed 

 At 360 ml glyphosate active ingredient per litre of Roundup or other 
formulated product, this is 9,000 litres of active ingredient used annually on 
Auckland roads. 



 Based on overseas studies, about 0.7% of glyphosate applied in agriculture 
comes back down to earth in rain. 

 That’s 63 litres - at least - of pure glyphosate raining on Auckland, its people, 
gardens, harbours, the Hauraki Gulf - every year. In fact it would be higher as 
evaporation of glyphosate from hard road surfaces would be greater than 
from plants and soil. 

 
People on roof-collected water supplies downwind of spray operations are at 
particular risk of contamination – e.g. Waiheke Island, and many rural properties in 
Waitakere and Rodney etc, which have no reticulated supply. 


