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Dear Auckland Transport Board Members 

 

Re: AT’s response to the Human Rights Impact Assessment (HRIA) of the Road Corridor Vegetation 

Control Programme – AT Board Meeting 25
th
 August 2015, Agenda Item 10.2 

 

 

You have a recommendation from the report on the HRIA to endorse the continued use of glyphosate 

to control vegetation in the road corridor.  We strongly request that you REJECT this recommendation 

for the following reasons: 
 

 This report does not address human rights, it is a response and justification of the chemical 

glyphosate and its use by AT. 

 The opinion that there is no evidence that glyphosate poses any risk to human health is 

unprincipled, unprofessional and unscientific. 

 The defence that AT are complying with Council Weed Management Policy (WMP) is 

fundamentally wrong and a distortion of the facts.  

 The true costs and effectiveness on which vegetation control options are being presented to 

you have been supressed. 

 

You should be asking: 

 

1. Which human rights experts were consulted about this report? 

2. Why was no mention made in this report of the recent classification of glyphosate by the WHO 

agency IARC as a probable human carcinogen – no other herbicide has as high a chronic toxicity 

rating? 

 

Do You Know that: 

 

1. NZ’s leading toxicologist Prof Ian Shaw has publically stated that glyphosate is an endocrine 

disruptor as well as a carcinogen and the risks of using it now outweigh any benefits? 

2. Prof Shaw now advises that local authorities should find alternative means of managing 

vegetation? 

3. Glyphosate is being banned in an increasing number of countries, prohibited for use in urban 

areas in others, and being pulled off the shelves in European countries? 

4. The joint Council/CCO working party on weed and vegetation policy has recommended that hot 

water and organic herbicides be ‘banned’ leaving only glyphosate as a means of control?   

5. The actual cost per km for hot water control is currently only $550 whilst AT quotes $1200?    

 

You should be asking: 

 

1. Why are the true costs and efficacy of alternative methods to glyphosate being covered up?  

 

 

True decisions cannot be made on inadequate, incorrect and illegitimate information.   

This recommendation must be rejected. 

 

 

 

 

Hana Blackmore and Dr Meriel Watts 

For the Weed Management Advisory 

 
 


