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May 2012 – Dr Meriel Watts and Hana Blackmore for the Weed Management 
Advisory 
 

 
WMA is a small group of Aucklanders from across the region with interest and expertise in 
environmentally sustainable and non-chemical weed management. It was formed two years 
ago in response to approaches by a number of members of the public concerned about the 
direction the new Auckland Council might take on this issue. Concern was expressed 
particularly by people from Auckland City and North Shore City who have enjoyed 
successful non-chemical roadside weed management for a number of years. 
 
We want to talk about weed management in relationship to environment and sustainability 
– including weed management in parks, but particular about roadsides weed management. 
Please bear with us - I know that you will be thinking we should be talking to Transport 
about roadside weeds, but really we need your help here: environment and sustainability 
and the health and well being of the people are not in Auckland Transport’s agenda of 
service.  
 
Some of you will probably be aware by now that we have made a number of submissions to 
Auckland Council on the issue of weed management - 4 in all – the most recent being the 
Long Term Plan. We have talked to some local boards, and we have taken part in the forum-
style hearings on the long-term plan submissions. So far our submissions have gone 
nowhere, there is nothing in the plan regarding weed management either in parks or on 
roadsides. We did ask to speak to the full Council but were denied that right and directed to 
this Forum. 
 
This morning we met with the Environment and Sustainability person from Auckland 
Transport.   It has taken us a long time to figure our way through the various processes of 
Council and the CCOs.  But here is what we understand to be the situation: 
 
Auckland Transport is currently re-letting roadside weed management contracts: it has 
done south and eastern areas; it is about to do Central. So far these have been let on the 
basis of the legacy weed management policies in those areas, as these are still operative 
until an overall regional policy is developed, which we understand they have almost 
completed.  
 
We understand that Auckland Transport is developing that and will talk to Auckland council 
about it. And we understand that just about the only way Auckland Council can make its 
wishes known on the subject is via the Mayor’s letter of intent to the CCO. Our contact with 
various officers, councillors, Mayors office etc, etc all indicate that this issue is being 
shunted from people to committees and back again.  No-one seems sure where to start, but 
we have been informed that this committee can make recommendations upwards. And so 
as I said, we hope you can help us. 
 
Our submissions have been essentially that Auckland council adopt the legacy Auckland 
City weed management policy, which has two parts: non-chemical roadside weed 
management; and a progressive reduction in use in parks, together with a raft of other 
items, such as limiting the types of herbicides that can be used. 
 



Underlying that policy were principles of environmental, social and economic sustainability, 
and reduction in use of chemicals herbicides. 
 
We are aware that this forum is addressing the issue of weed management in parks and 
reserves in the broader sense of a pesticide use (and we have a real interest in this), but it 
seems that the roadside weed management has fallen through a crack in the pavement. This 
is of huge concern to us, and to many people in Auckland, because more people are exposed 
by roadside weed spraying than spraying in parks, and because the marine environment is 
directly impacted through the storm water system emptying in the harbours and coastline. 
[NIWA] 
 
We trust that you have received copies of all our reference material that was supposed to be 
copied to all councillors. This material shows how vital this issue is to the public - it is only a 
minor housekeeping issue for Transport - but for the public it is a huge question of their 
health and wellbeing. Who is considering this? Certainly not transport. But the health and 
wellbeing of people is an issue of environment and sustainability.  
 
I want to draw your attention to three things: 
 
1. The NIWA report, commissioned by legacy Auckland Regional Council that showed 
glyphosate to be a chemical of emerging environmental concern - from Whau to Mahurangi, 
and one that is now found in the marine sediments throughout the Auckland region. NIWA 
concluded that much of this came from roadside weed spraying.  Glyphosate at low levels of 
contamination in the environment can have rather catastrophic effects on the composition 
of natural aquatic communities - it kills off some organisms and promotes the growth of 
others, thereby destabilising the whole ecosystem and potentially causing amongst other 
things algal blooms. Auckland Council has this information; it cannot knowingly allow the 
continued use of glyphosate on roadsides and talk about sustainability at the same time. It 
is simply not environmentally sustainable to continue to pour glyphosate into the sea. 
Glyphosate is persistent in the sediment and will build-up over time. 
 
2. It took 11 years of concerted community action including 156 submissions and 7 
petitions for legacy Auckland City to come to the point of abandoning chemical weed 
management of roadsides. There was a similar process in North Shore City. Since then it has 
enjoyed 14 years of successful nonchemical management. Many people have approached us 
saying they are horrified that that might all be about to end on July for no good reason at all, 
just because management has been taken over by a CCO. People are telling us they want to 
start petitions and have protest marches. This is not us – we do not want to go there. I tell 
you this just so that you understand this is not just a concern of the 2 people standing 
before you, but that there is a considerable ground-swell of upset people out there waiting 
to see what Council will do – well we are counselling them to wait. 
 
3. The last issue I want to draw your attention to, is 2 letters from 2 different Parliamentary 
Commissioners for the Environment, Morgan Williams and Jan Wright, stating support for 
continuation of nonchemical roadside weed management, couching their support in terms 
of environmental sustainability.  
 
In closing I just want to add that it makes no sense environmentally for Council to manage 
its herbicide use in parks and allow the unfettered use on roadsides to return, or in some 
cases continue.  



 
The Council has come up with some very fine ideals for Auckland – the most liveable city in 
the world being one of them. An eco-city.  
 
It cannot claim to be either of those if it allows a reversion to chemical weed control on 
roadsides in the legacy Auckland and North Shore areas, and misses the opportunity to 
bring the rest of the region up to date with global trends. 
 
We can only hope that you will find a way to ensure by whatever means are available to 
you, that Auckland transport is directed to ensure that the routine managing of weeds and 
grasses on berms and roadsides is carried out by nonchemical means. We understand that 
there are issues of brush weeds in rural areas and see no problem with exemptions being 
made for short-term chemical management of these until they are under control, just as 
Waiheke has carried out for many years. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Resolutions agreed  - Environment and Sustainability Forum - 29 May 2012  
Minuted:  

 
5 Public Input  

5.1  Weed Management Advisory - Hana Blackmore and Meriel Watts 
Resolution number ES/2012/23  

 
MOVED by Cr W Walker, seconded Deputy Mayor PA Hulse:  
a)  That the presentation from Hana Blackmore and Meriel Watts on behalf of 

the Weed Management Advisory regarding environmental and health 
issues relating to chemical spraying be received.  

b)   That Hana Blackmore and Meriel Watts be thanked for their presentation.  
c)   That the Environment and Sustainability Forum notes that a weed  

management policy is being developed and that existing legacy Council 
policies should be followed in the interim.  

d)  That the Environment and Sustainability Forum recommends that officers 
hold an urgent discussion between CCO monitoring, Auckland Transport 
and Auckland Council with regards to policies on weed management in 
Auckland.  

e)   That the outcome of any discussions between Auckland Transport and 
Auckland Council relating to weed management in the Auckland region be 
reported to the next meeting of the Environment and Sustainability Forum.  

f)  That Auckland Transport be advised of the position of those local boards 
who have made submissions to region wide policies and plans on weed 
management policy and implementation in their areas.  

 


