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PRESENTATION to Auckland Council’s Regional Strategy & Policy 

Committee – Approval of the scope of the Weed Management Policy Review   

Hana Blackmore of the Weed Management Advisory - 1 September 2016   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

The Weed Management Advisory have restricted their feedback on the scope of this review to 

three vital recommendations for which we seek support and approval from this committee today, 

and their integration into the scoping document and implementation timetable. 

 

The first and most crucial is that considering this review is taking place in response to petitioners 

calling for an immediate ban on the chemical glyphosate, and in view of the length of time it will 

take to complete this review,  
 

 

We require implementation of the precautionary principle and the immediate 

suspension of all use of glyphosate in public places whilst this review is being 

undertaken. 

 
 

 

This request is made in light of the rapidly changing regulation environment and significant 

rulings and decisions made in the last year 

  

1. The International Agency for Research on Cancer’s (IARC) classification that glyphosate 

is a probable human carcinogen. (March 2015) 

2. The subsequent European Union (EU) recommendations minimising  its use in public 

places  

3. The EU ban on glyphosate formulations containing a toxic chemical Polyoxyethylene 

tallow amine (POEA) a common ingredient in glyphosate formulations  

4. The refusal  by our Government and Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) to 

identify which products in use here contain POEA 

5. Our EPA recommendations that children and pets should be kept away from glyphosate 

spraying and restricting their return until the spray has dried – or as labelled. 

 

In support of the above, it is noted that: 

 

 The European Parliament voted to ban the use of glyphosate in public places and remove 

from public sale in April 2016.   

 Subsequently, even though the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) - like our EPA -

did not agree with IARC’s classification, the European Commission recommended the 

minimisation of glyphosate in public places when it renewed glyphosate’s license for 

only 18 months instead of 15 years. 

 Numerous towns, cities and countries around the world have already banned or put in 

place restrictions on the use of glyphosate, the latest being a complete ban in Malta,  and: 

 Italy, where the Minister of Health has just put in place comprehensive restrictions on the 

use of glyphosate including banning its use in areas frequented by the public, and 

anywhere that children or the elderly go. 

 POEA has been identified, by our EPA, as being present in 69 of 91 glyphosate 

formulations used in NZ as well as another 18 pesticides.  It has to be assumed that this 

toxic chemical IS currently being sprayed in Auckland. 
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The second vital issue that we have identified is that the   

 

 

The Operational Review identified in this scoping document is intrinsically linked 

to the Weed Management Policy and needs be part of the Policy review.  Its 

current recommendations must be put on hold until AFTER the full Policy review 

has been completed. 

 
 

 

A draft Operational Review was published and presented to committee shortly after the Weed 

Management Policy was adopted in August 2013.  The draft was referred back to a working 

party for further revision, in particular to comply with the objectives and recommendations of 

the Weed Management Policy. Additional recommendations for public consultation were never 

implemented and this 2013 Operational Review effectively “disappeared”.   

 

The December 2015 Operational Review identified in this scope is an entirely different 

document and its recommendations have been found to be fundamentally inconsistent with the 

Weed Management Policy.  It has never been published, consulted on or reported to the public or 

any committee.  Therefore it needs to be examined as well in light of the Policy, and its current 

implementation plan suspended.  

 

==================================================================== 

 

 

Thirdly and finally, this Weed Management Policy Review has been called for because of 

concerns raised by the public and their repeated requests and petitioning for the removal of 

chemicals from weed and vegetation control in the road corridor, parks and all public places.  It 

is vital therefore that: 

 

 

 

(A)  The public is consulted directly, and facilitated to actively participate in both 

the information collecting and analysis for the WMP review (item 27) but also the 

Operational Review.  AND 

 

(B)  There should be a process agreed for public views, information and 

submissions to both the Weed Policy and Operational Review to be publically 

heard and considered through reports and updates to (say) the Environment, 

Climate Change and Natural Heritage Committee. 

 
 

 

Considering point 17 of the Scope of the review – that “the review presents the opportunity to … 

provide greater transparency and clarity to the public on weed management activities”; and 

bearing in mind the current lack of transparency and public access to decision making processes 

it is self-evident that the public must be involved with all aspects of this review from day one.   
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Since the adoption of the Weed Management Policy in 2013 all public participation and 

consultation on its Action Plan, Implementation Plan and the Operational Review has been non-

existent.  All work on these plans or policies has either been conducted internally by the Project 

Group, or via the Best Practice Reference and Political Advisory Groups.  None of these groups 

is open to the public and their agendas, minutes and reports are not notified or published.   

 

This is in stark contrast to the Weed Management Policy’s development in 2012-13 - (and its 

comprehensive Auckland City precursor in the 1990s) - which was extensively consulted on and 

overwhelmingly supported by the public, with both submissions and participation at workshops, 

Hui, committees and Local Boards.  Public views, information and submissions were welcomed 

and published.  

 

==================================================================== 

 

To summarise we seek endorsement from this committee for these three recommendations 

detailed above, and their integration into the Weed Management Policy Review. Briefly: 

 

 An immediate moratorium on the use of glyphosate in public places whilst this 

review is being undertaken. 
 

 A review of the Operational Review (2015) is included, and its implementation 

plan and its recommendations deferred until after the full review has been 

completed. 
 

 The involvement and participation of the public in all aspects of this review and 

a process for them to be publically heard and considered. 

 
 

 

Hana Blackmore 

For the Weed Management Advisory 

1 September 2016 

 

 


