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12 August 2017 

 

Dear Mayor Goff 

 

Over two weeks ago we sent you and your councillors a copy of our History & Timeline of 

Auckland's use of Chemicals for Weed Management and Vegetation Control.   

 

We said in our accompanying letter that we can no longer sit around waiting for yet another 

budget round or annual plan or long term plan - this is a crisis situation and you need to take 

emergency action to get chemicals off our streets and parks. 

 

This call has been backed up in the most convincing manner with the same day publication of 

the independent assessment of our EPA's review of glyphosate and Cancer - Public Health 

Concern:  Why did the NZ EPA Ignore the World Authority on Cancer?   

 

The conclusions of this paper are stark and clear - Aucklanders health is being put at risk by 

glyphosate based herbicides being used daily by Council and its CCOs on our streets and 

parks.  A chemical that international agencies have concluded is a probable human 

carcinogen, but not our EPA. 

 

This paper exposes the way in which our EPA has reached this non-carcinogenic conclusion, 

counter to the views of 17 world experts, and clearly shows that Auckland Council cannot 

continue to rely on our EPA to protect us. 

 

Neither can Council ignore the fact that our Ministry of Health and a number of supporting 

scientists and academics are highly critical of the EPA and did not agree with the EPA's 

approach and dismissal of IARC's finding that glyphosate could cause cancer.  

 

Mr Mayor, you said last year that if you thought glyphosate caused cancer "that would be 

game set match".  This, Sir, is the game changer and we cannot wait any longer - you need to 

act.   

 

Council needs to put a moratorium on all chemical use in public places and get an urgent 

strategy underway to transition to nonchemical management.   

 

Because of the urgency of this - I am respectfully asking for a public forum slot at your 

Governing Body Meeting on Thursday 24 August to address this issue and bring for 

your consideration the means to do this.  
 

I do appreciate you were not in office when the weed and vegetation management policy was 

lawfully adopted and probably not aware of the public concern since then that Council seems 

to have been doing everything in its power not to implement it.  For this reason I truly hope 

you have read our History and Timeline.  You need to have the facts not the fiction. 

 

I have tried to bring those facts and concerns and our solutions to Council's attention at 

virtually every meeting since the new Council was sworn in, but have been denied speaking 

rights on every occasion.   
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It is frustrating to attend committee meetings and listen to - and be unable to do anything 

about - the assumptions and beliefs that have supplanted facts.  And a major example of this 

is the cost of going nonchemical.   

 

This was clearly your concern as evidenced by your actions last year to block an Annual Plan 

amendment to restore nonchemical methods in parks.   

 

But what you have not been told is that over half the city could go nonchemical tomorrow at 

no extra cost to the ratepayers and in fact could actually save Council up to $500,000 a 

year.   And this is ignoring the public health costs of NOT going nonchemical, which past 

councils and cities actually factored into the premium they paid for this public protection. 

 

We can transition now, Mr Mayor, and we have to - we cannot wait.   

 We have wasted four years not implementing a nonchemical policy that could have 

been in place today.   

 We have wasted two years since IARC the world's leading authority found glyphosate 

was a probable human carcinogen.  

 We have wasted those two years since, exposing and endangering at least another 

40,000 babies that have been born in Auckland - the most vulnerable and precious of 

our population. 

 We must stop poisoning our future - we must stop spraying carcinogenic chemicals 

around our children. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Kind regards 

Hana Blackmore  

For the Weed Management Advisory  

 


