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Submission to the Auckland Plan 2050 and 10 year Budget            

From the Weed Management Advisory 

 
 
 
 
The WMA is disappointed and dismayed that health and wellbeing has not been 
incorporated as a strategic theme in Auckland’s Long Term Plan.  Rather, it has been 
added – often as a single word or sentence in the chosen ‘outcomes’ with no consequential 
weight to its inclusion.   
 
This means that vital considerations of the effects of Council’s actions or inactions on 
people and their health have been effectively dissipated.  With no anchoring objective, vital 
policies, plans and programmes have become ‘homeless’. This lack of a public health 
focus is of particular concern to the WMA and our attempts to ensure Council’s five year 
old weed management policy is implemented. 
 
Constant and repetitive ‘promises’ from the Mayor down that our requests for urgent 
implementation of this policy to protect our children in particular from the widespread use of 
toxic chemicals for vegetation control in public spaces, will be ‘addressed’ in the LTP, have 
come to nothing.  Yet again, adopted Policy has not been incorporated into Auckland’s 
Long Term Plan and budget.  
 
This abdication of responsibility for the health and welfare of Aucklanders has to be 
remedied. 
 
 
ACTION REQUIRED 
   
1. Officers/Council need to incorporate the Weed Management Policy’s (the Policy) 

vision and objectives into the LTP as required (and promised).   
 

Action 1a of the Policy notes - incorporate the vision and objectives of the weed 
management policy into the Unitary Plan, the review of the RPMS, and other 
relevant Auckland Council or CCOs plans, policies and strategies as they are 
developed or reviewed … 
 
Note:  the Policy has been ‘incorporated’ into the proposed RPMP, which the WMA 
has welcomed.  But the RPMP only covers pest plants, not vegetation control which 
is the area of greatest impact and effect on the health and welfare of Aucklanders.  
The Policy’s incorporation into the LTP is essential. 
 
 

2. In addition to the incorporation of the Policy into the LTP - (we leave this to officers 
to slot into the most appropriate section) – reference needs to be made to the Policy 
throughout the Plan.  In particular, the impact of pesticide contamination as a run-off 
from our roading network.  e.g. 

 
 (a)  Direction 3, pp106:  Maximise safety and environmental protection:  Paved and 

sealed surfaces that form part of the transport system, including roads, street and 
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parking lots, also have negative environmental impacts.  Copper, zinc, and sediment 
runoff pollutes waterways.  (add “pesticides”) 

 
 (b).  Maunga to Moana:  Protecting Auckland’s marine environments pp148:  

Impervious surfaces in our urban environments, like roads and carparks, collect 
heavy metals such as lead, nickel and zinc (add “and pesticides”) which are quickly 
washed into streams and stormwater systems and then into the marine environment 
when it rains.  Heavy metals (and “pesticides’) are toxic to both people and animals, 
even at relatively low concentrations. 

 
 (See NIWA’s 2009 Field Analysis of Chemicals of Emerging Environmental Concern 

in Auckland’s Aquatic Sediments – commissioned by Auckland Regional Council 
which finds glyphosate and its degradation product AMPA in Auckland’s estuarine 
waters). 

 
 
3. In addition to the impacts of run-off, there also needs to be mention throughout the 

Plan to better health and safety outcomes of incorporating the Policy objectives of 
minimising and avoiding chemical use in public places like parks, playgrounds and 
reserves as well as the street environs.   

 
 
 
The Policy is not just a document for the management of weeds and vegetation, it is a   
vision of how, collectively, we can do this better.  We can protect the future of both the 
environment and our own health – and in particular that of our children and their future.   
 
The Policy vision so clearly aligns with the focus and direction of the Auckland Plan 2050 
that its inclusion will enhance not detract.   
 
Its vision of “Working together to reduce the adverse effects of weeds and their 
management on people and the environment” and its explicit acknowledgement that 
weed management and vegetation control practices have the potential to adversely affect 
peoples’ health and that of the environment, is a guiding principle not a prescription. 
 
 
We ask again that Auckland Council’s Weed Management Policy for Parks and Open 
Spaces 2013 is incorporated into the Auckland Plan 2050 for both the health and welfare of 
all Aucklanders and the environment that we depend on.   
 
 
 
 
 
Hana Blackmore 
For The Weed Management Advisory 
28 March 2018 
 

 


