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Submission to Auckland Council’s Regional Pest Management Plan 

March 2018 – From the Weed Management Advisory 

 

 
The Weed Management Advisory Submission proposes an amendment to the Draft RPMP 
to section:  2.3.6 - Kaupapa Here Ngaki Tarutaru/ Weed Management Policy. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE 
 
As noted the RPMP sits within a biosecurity framework for the Tamaki Makaurau/Auckland 
region and is supported by a number of complementary policies, plans and programmes. 
We welcome the inclusion of Auckland Council’s 2013 Weed Management Policy (WMP).  
 
The WMP is a vital guiding document for the management of weeds including pest plants.  
It clearly outlines that the WMP will apply to the management of all pest plants as listed 
under the original RPMS and to the new plan (or its successors).  
 
Our amended text deals with the need to expand on the current entry to clearly detail the 
vision and objectives of the WMP and how they apply to the management of weeds and 
particularly pest plants under the RPMP.  The WMP explicitly notes as the first action to 
implement the Policy - “incorporate the vision and objectives of the WMP into the … 
RPMS” and other relevant plans, policies and strategies as they are developed. 
 
So whilst it would be preferable to follow this action and insert the full text of the vision and 
objectives, we appreciate space constraints.  We have, instead, inserted into the draft 
RPMP the necessary clarifications that ensure there is no ambiguity or misinterpretation. 
 
We would note here one vital clarification that we have highlighted in the original text. The 
8 objectives of the policy are hierarchical, not non-hierarchical as noted. This is vital, and 
there should be no misunderstanding.  They are listed in order of importance/priority.  (The 
experts on the Weed Management Best Practice Reference Group confirmed this at their 
meeting on 25 November 2015). 
 
 
 
We hope this suggested amendment is supported.  The WMP vision so clearly aligns with 
the vision of this RPMP that it deserves inclusion.  We repeat it here. 
 
“Working together to reduce the adverse effects of weeds and their management on 
people and the environment”. 
 
 
Hana Blackmore 
For The Weed Management Advisory 
28 March 2018 
 
 

Note:  Page two here is our proposed amendment – with the original text on page three  
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2.3.6  Kaupapa Here Ngaki Tarutaru/ Weed Management Policy 
 
Auckland Council’s Weed Management Policy was adopted in 2013 and developed to 
guide weed management and vegetation control on land owned or administered by the 
council and its council controlled organisations (CCOs) (including the road corridor and 
waterways). Both Auckland Council and its CCOs are required to implement it. 
 
The policy applies to the management of all pest plants listed in the RPMP. It also provides 
a policy direction for the management of other plants, which although not considered such 
a significant threat as to be included in the RPMP, are considered weeds as defined by this 
policy. i.e. a plant growing in the wrong place and having an adverse effect on people, 
Maori cultural values, infrastructure, other built assets or the natural environment. 
 
The vision of the Weed Management Policy is: “Working together to reduce the adverse 
effects of weeds and their management on people and the environment”. This vision 
statement acknowledges that weed management is the collective responsibility of all 
Aucklanders and that a partnership approach between Auckland Council, its CCOs and the 
community is the best way to achieve the desired outcomes. 
 
It also acknowledges that weed management has the potential to adversely affect peoples’ 
health and that of the environment.  Therefore, the process of managing weeds and/or 
controlling vegetation must be undertaken in a way that minimises adverse effects.   
 
To this end the policy promotes the concept of best practice.  “Best Practice weed 
management takes an integrated approach to the control of weeds and vegetation, 
and uses methods that have the least potential to adversely affect human health and 
the environment while achieving the desired outcome.”  This is outlined in the eight 
hierarchical objectives which guide weed management activities:  
 

1. Take an integrated approach to weed management and vegetation control. 
2. Ensure best practice in weed management and vegetation control. 
3. Minimise agrichemical use. 
4. Minimise non-target effects of agrichemical use. 
5. Ensure public health and safety. 
6. Protect and enhance the environment. 
7. Empower the community to manage weeds under the policy. 
8. Deliver weed management and vegetation control which is value for money. 

 
The Weed Management Policy does not specify the methodology to be used to achieve 
these objectives but recognises the need for careful selection of appropriate weed 
management techniques and using non-chemical techniques whenever they are available 
and effective.  Agrichemicals should only be used if non-chemical methods are not 
practical or adequate at achieving the necessary level of control. 
 
This aligns with the RPMP which is focused on the outcomes to be achieved through pest 
management programmes, in line with the purpose of RPMPs as outlined in Part 5 of the 
Biosecurity Act.  It does not specify the methodology that is to be used to implement the 
pest management programmes outlined in the RPMP. The Weed Management Policy is 
relevant to (and a directive of) the Auckland Council delivery of weed control programmes 
both under and outside of the RPMP.  
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2.3.6  Kaupapa Here Ngaki Tarutaru/ Weed Management Policy 
 
Auckland Council’s Weed Management Policy was adopted in 2013 and aims to guide 
weed management and vegetation control on land owned or administered by the council 
and its council controlled organisations (CCOs)(including the road corridor and waterways). 
Both Auckland Council and its CCOs are required to implement it. 
 
This policy has eight non-hierarchical objectives which guide weed management activities: 
 
4.Take an integrated approach to weed management and vegetation control. 
5.Ensure best practice in weed management and vegetation control. 
6.Minimise agrichemical use. 
7.Minimise non-target effects of agrichemical use. 
8.Ensure public health and safety. 
9.Protect and enhance the environment. 
10.Empower the community to manage weeds under the policy. 
11.Deliver weed management and vegetation control which is value for money. 
 
To be considered a weed a plant needs to be growing in the wrong place and having an 
adverse effect on people, Maori cultural values, infrastructure, other built assets or the 
natural environment.  
 
The Weed Management Policy’s focus is largely on the method of delivery of weed control, 
including the control of vegetation that may not be a particular biosecurity threat (for 
example, species which may impact on infrastructure) but is considered a plant growing in 
the wrong place.  
 
The RPMP, in contrast, is focused on the outcomes to be achieved through pest 
management programmes, in line with the purpose of RPMPs as outlined in Part 5 of the 
Biosecurity Act. It does not specify the methodology that is to be used to implement the 
pest management programmes outlined in the RPMP.  
 
The Weed Management Policy is relevant to (and a directive of) the Auckland Council 
delivery of weed control programmes both under and outside of the RPMP.  

 
 


